COVID-19 Living History Journal 
6th Grade Language Arts, 2019-2020
You are living through historical times. Years from now, your children will want to know what it was like in the old days of the COVID-19 pandemic. They’ll want to know what it was like being out of school. They’ll want to know what it was like when Fred Meyer, McKay’s, and Ray’s ran out of toilet paper and hand sanitizer. They’ll want to know if you or anyone you knew got sick and how that felt. They’ll want to know what you did to keep busy. Just like we want to know what it was like to live through crazy stuff in the past, they’re going to want to know what you lived through NOW. You have the opportunity to be part of history, right now, and create materials invaluable to your family and future historians. 

Consider writing every day for as long as we are out, to keep a daily journal about what your life is like during the school shutdown. Include the date at the top of each entry.  Here are some ideas:

- Outline what happened each day. What was the news? Did a famous person contract COVID-19? What was the weather like? What did you wish you were doing that day? 

- OR write in response to one of the following prompts:

· What lessons can we learn from this crisis? How should we apply those lessons to our lives after the pandemic?
· What does it mean to be a “good citizen” in the context of this outbreak?
· What historical parallels, like to the 1918 flu pandemic and to the plague, can we find, and what can — and can’t — we learn from them? You will need to research the 1918 flu pandemic, from a trusted source (website). 
· How can you best help yourself, your friends and family, or any other communities you are a part of that are affected by this pandemic?
· Write about this time in history; how it’s impacting you and your family- think about different POV (Point of View) and/or write a letter to the future- www.futureme.org
· Writing narratives- write about a day from different POV (fictionalize and create a character’s perspective)



